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L Christophet Landis, North Shore Yacht
% club Pool, 1994, digital photographic print,
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ou drive in from
Interstare 10 or
Palm Springs, turn

south at Mecea,
and pass fields of

PEppers and the
old nrt'nat.s’cnlnn}'

called Desert ﬂ:lmp.

When you see the firse E;lint of blue in the
distance, }'uurspirim lik-l:l}' will life. A E'nnt

laike in the desert is 2 miracle in light, space,

and water. Enjoy that first glance at the
Salron Sea.

What you see and feel next will vary, If
yOou were raised on Sierra Club calendars
and Ansel Adams panoramas, you might
focus on the crumpled Mecca Hills and
the blg vistas of the Santa Rosa Mountains
across the sea. If you grew up with Love
Canal and Chemobyl, you might zero inon
abandoned trailers, d}'ing palms, and fish
bones.

For decades, artises have come to the sea
o put their stamp on its waters, [n .-"LpriL
the Salron Sea History Museumn in the
restored MNorth Shore Yacht Club opened
its maugural exhibinon, Valley of the Ancient
Lake: Warks Inspired by the Salton Sea.

Curated by Deborah Martin (with
historical works and memorabilia pl‘m’id-l:d
by Jennie Kelly), the exhibition fearures
10 arrists who foous their work on the sea.
To contextualize I:hl:irpnhl:ings, &mwinp,
and photographs, it's helpful to know they
follow the Pt'.'lth of several gEnCranons of
ATTISES,

The firse artises influenced by thesea
lived around its shore and made art from the
land itself. Indians carved petroglyphs in the
boulders and scrarched pictures in the tufa
of the ancient shoreline, Mative American
potters made ollas from the milky-white clay
cr.’u;lLing Agu: Grande (nn Indian name for
the sea).

MNext, expedition artists accompanied
railroad surveys. In 1853, arnist C harles
Knppd Came thn:neg]:l with ﬂ:ﬂlﬂglﬂt
William Blake and made erchings of
Travertine Point and the ancient shoreline
across the sea from the yache club. Fora
while, the inland lake was called Blake's Sea.

After the :IFlﬂ:I ition artists, California
Impressionist painters brought the style of
capturing liEJ.'It that apn:nd from France to
the U5, East Coast and finally to California
and the desertin the c:zrl:r' 19008, There
were no sunken tralers then, but soll the
desert was foreign to artists from greener
pJ.'.\cca. Some saw bleakness and desolation.
COrthers — such as Fred Grayson Sayre —
saw paradise. Artcollecror Allan Seymour
was 50 mnspired by Sayre’s vision of “the
Turquoise Sea” thathe bought 2 home at
Morth Shore,

A ]mpn:ﬁinn'mm faded, a liw:lj-' and
little-known era in Salvon Sea are {H:F,n.

In 1940, one of the great Western artists,
Maynard Dixon, lived in a shack along
the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks near
Morth Shore, He made a skeech for his
paincing Destination Unkrown with fellow
artist John Hilton posing as a hobo
Painters Jimmy Swinnerton and Clyde
Furs:,'th: visited him at the shack he
called Desert Cam =R did Indian Wells
artist Carl Bray and Deert Magaine Editor
Randall Henderson,

Las Anpeles Times columnist Ed Ainsworth
bnught property at Mo rth Shore and buile a
huming deve lnpmcnt known as Palm Tsland
Eseates, which eventually found Hilton,
Swinnerton, Forsythe, ﬂrpl'r.: Klinker, and
Bill Bender congregating for his makeshift
salon Ainsworth's 1960 book Pafnters qﬁfr
Dietert remains the classic on ::nrhl,-' desert
PN TErs.

Mary-sustin Klein, Salton 5ea From the North Shore, 2077, oll on Dura-Lar mounted on board, 10234 inches
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By the time Amsworth died in 1968,
the open landscape had given way to tract
hm.ming and ﬁcmnyx. Flnu-l;ling from storms
damaged the yacht club jerty and submerged
buildinﬁq nlung the shoreline, hgriculmr:l
runcff polluted the sea and repelled tour-
ists, The INCTEasing salin iy of thewarer
E‘umm-nd up boaw’ engines, and warer -5 kiers
decamped for the Colorado River The
Y:.chtdLﬂ: became an emblem u'fdu:::,’. For
a growing number of Americans, their only
CXPOSUre [0 the Salton Sea came from Goth
fashion photos taken ac the pigeon-infested,
graffiti-scarred, busted-up yache club,

As the land d‘:mgd. anew wave of are-
1sts tackled the degradation head-on. In the
19708, the Mew To p-ugmphil:a pl'mtug_rnr
phl:m declared "an end to romantic nature”
Photographers Robert Adams, Lewis Balz,
and others influenced FOURE ArTises and
Phul:ngm phl: rs natiomwide to turn toward
the man-mauled, nonidealized l.'InCIEE:I:EH:.

Valley of the Ancient Lake showcases the
traditional, apocalypric, and everything in
berween. Marrin, a realise painter, plncca
ruined buildinﬁw within luminous land-
SCapes, while Eric Merrell works his can-
vases in the Enrl}' Cal ifornia tradition,

Beautifully tragic photographs by
Christopher Landis, Kim Stringfellow, and  Deborah Martin, Siab City Chairs, 2009, oll on canvas, 36x36 inches
Ball LI:IEJ.'I Birewer l-nng o save the sea, while
inre rventionist Cristopher Cichocki says
his images of DayGlo-painted dead fish
help bring forth "a new awareness of man
and nature in conflice”

&mr found PLI: in air artist Andrew

Drickson paintng one day on a ridge near

his Morth Shore home and invited him i

to dinner Thar's how glad he was to see a Er oL L e

rraditional landscape painter at the Salton

Sea, {Elid:'sun has been J;DITIiI'IE to Morth

Shore to visit his grandparents since age 7; - = " 3*'

his grandmother still lives there.) P - ﬁﬂﬂ
Some art critics have forerold the dawn- 4 r,._ i :

ingufn'N:w Sublime, a return to the s B L W

pmt-urn] vision of Amernca’s early [:ru:lal:npc

I.l]:-.'i.'ld-' = H 1"

painters but with a contemporary edge we
haven't even ﬂ'ruught uf}.-'-l:t.

It comes back to thar longing for the
sea. If their lnnging I pure and sustamed,
the artists you see in this exhibition might
be the ones to accomplish what politicians
and environmentalises have so far been un-
able to achieve: to dream back Blake's Sea,
dream back Agma Grande, H

Hrn Stringfe llow, Abandoned 'ﬂ-.ul'-lr .Bnnﬁar.hadl CA, mm. um:ugnu C=print,
ZEx30.5 inches, edition of 10

Information: H‘n‘n‘jdmmmmkmn_ﬂrg
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