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first look

New Drawings  
by Alexey Steele

This June, American Legacy Fine Arts, in 
Pasadena, California, will present “Torn 
Beauty,” a new exhibition of drawings and 
paintings by Alexey Steele. With a focus on 
the female form, the works take on themes 
that have inspired artists and patrons 
throughout the history of art. In these small-
scale, delicately toned pieces, the Ukranian-
born artist uses traditional materials dating 
back to the Renaissance to portray the female 
body as a source of mystery and passion.

Steele has pulled from classical motifs and 
inf luences throughout his career, most often in 
an effort to situate representational painting and 
drawing in a 21st-century context. In one way, the 
drawings in “Torn Beauty” represent a change of 
pace for Steele, who is best known for large-scale 
figure paintings. But like his previous work, 
these artworks give a modern spin to traditional 
styles. Steele’s drawings boldly focus on the 
nude female figure, embracing sensuality with 
a directness that is decidedly contemporary.

Steele’s materials—charcoal, pastel, and 
handmade paper—also link his work to the past. 
The drawings evoke the soft, gently worn look of 
earlier eras, but their construction is unusual. 
Each drawing is mounted to an individually 
painted panel, making the final work a mixed 
media piece. In both form and subject, the 
artist blends the traditional with the modern, 
encouraging us to look more closely and question 
how we view the beauty that the drawings 
confront us with.   v 
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Floating Dream
2012, charcoal on 
handmade cotton 
paper, 9 x 9.

First Light
2012, charcoal on 
handmade cotton 
paper, 9 x 9.

New Day
2012, sepia and 
pastel pencil on 
handmade cotton 
paper, 18 x 14.

above lef T

Torso
2012, charcoal on 
handmade cotton 
paper, 9 x 9. All 
artwork this article 
courtesy Ameri-
can Legacy Fine 
Arts, Pasadena, 
California
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At AmeriCAn LegACy Fine ArtS, 
in PASAdenA, CALiForniA, From 
June 2 to June 30. For more 
inFormAtion, viSit www. 
AmeriCAnLegACyFineArtS.Com.
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