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i l l  Ant on t races hi s f asci nat i on
wi 血the West  back t o a t r i p he

t ook,  When he was j ust  7,  Wi 血

hi s f ami l y t o Gl aci er Nat i onal  Park and
t he West  Coast .  ` The mount ai ns, 血e

ai r ,  t he wea血er were prof ( ) undl y di f f er-

ent血om anyt hi ng I ’ d known, ’ ’ says

血e art i st ,  Who grew up i n Chi cago,

I l l i noi s.  “ I ’ d never seen any血i ng t hat

was l i ke t he Ameri can West ,  and t he
i mpressi on i t  made on my mi nd and

heart  was unmi st akabl e.  I ’ d宜nd a way

t o be back t o st ay t he mi nut e I  was ol d

enough- and I  di d. ’ ’

Now l i vi ng i n Prescot t ,  Ari zona,
Ant on has been shari ng hi s I ove of  t he
West  and honori ng t he spi r i t ,  Pri de,
i nt egri t y,  and work et hi c of血e cowboy

f or more t han t hree decades.  He
COnSi ders i t  an honor t o do so t hrough

hi s pai nt i ngs,  Whi ch have gamered a
myri ad of  prest i gi ous awards and are

i ncl uded i n t he permanent  col l ect i on

of  t he Gi l crease Museum,  aS Wel l  as i n
publ i c and pri vat e col l ect i ons t hrough-
Out  t he count ry.

Fol l owi ng hi s graduat i on f rom
hi gh school ,  Ant orl  enrOl l ed at
Loyol a Uni versi t y i n Chi cago,  Where
he st udi ed f or two years bef ore head-
i ng t o Nort h Ari zona Uni versi t y i n
Fl agst af f ,  Where he earned a degree
i n Engl i sh.  Engl i sh?　　　　　o

` ` I  t hi nk my pract i cal  mi nd j ust

gravi t at ed t oward a degree I  knew
I  woul dn’ t  st ruggl e wi t h j ust  t o get  a

degree, ’ ’ he says.  ` ぐVery l i 血e t radi -

t i onal  art  t rai ni ng was bei ng present ed

i n t he uni versi t i es at血e t i me,  and art
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WaS j ust  a dream and a hobby f or me

back t hen.  I  had no i dea how qui ckl y

I ’ d be present ed wi t h an opport uni t y

t o pai nt  and draw f or a l i vi ng. ’ ’

Af t er eami ng hi s degree,  Ant on
re血med t o Chi cago,  Where he

WOcked i n t he f ami l y busi ness- hi s

f at her was a f ood broker- but  l ast ed

a mere ei ght  mon血s,  bef ore ret um-

i ng t o Ari zona.  He had t o get  back t o
血at  l and,  t hat  l i f est yl e- and a pret t y

young l ady naned Peggy.
“ I  was at t ract ed t o her beaut y and

i mat e swee血ess, ’ ’ he says.  “ I  had

dat ed a f ew f l akes,  and Peggy was
Very di f f erent .  She was j ust  so good

t o me,  and t here was no quest i on

God brought  her i nt o my l i f e.  He had
hand pi cked her f or me,  and I l ye been

grat e血1 f or 37 years t hat  I  recogni zed

her When she cane al ong.  Support
emot i onal l y f or what  you’ re t ryi ng t o

do i s t oo val uabl e t o overst at e,  and she

gave me血at  i n spades.  Peggy l S an

Opt i mi st ,  and we bal ance each o血er’ ’

The coupl e marTi ed i n 1982,  Se皿ng

i n Fl agst a埠where Ant on sol d adverL
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t i si ng f or a radi o st at i on,  Whi l e Peggy
managed an art  suppl y st ore and,

1at er;  a St ereO Shop.  When he wasn’ t

POundi ng t he st reet s,  t ryi ng t o make
a sal e,  Ant on was drawi ng and even-
t ual l y deci ded血at  a sal es career

WaSn’ t  f or hi m;  he had t o become an

art i st .  He began t o hust l e commi s-
Si ons and was soon maki ng enough
money t o support  hi msel f  and Peggy
Sal es of  hi s pai nt i ngs i ncreased each

yeap and he began t o ent er shows
and wi n awards.

I ni t i a11y wondng i n penci l ,  Ant on
began usi ng past el s i n 1980 as a

bri dge t o oi l s,  tO get  uSed t o wo血-

i ng wi t h coI or ` ` I t  di dn’ t  work out

t oo wel l , ’ ’ he says.  “ I  had no knack

f or t hat  medi um,  SO I  got  an out door

easel  and began pai nt i ng l andscapes

血om l i f e and,  muCh l at el  horses

f rom l i f e.  The earl y ef f ort s weren’ t

good,  but  i t  di d t each me how much I
di dn’ t  know Ybu si mpl y camot  over-

emphasi ze how i mport ant  t hat  real -

i zat i on i s.  Wi 11i ngness t o honest l y
se岨eval uat e i s cri t i cal  t o art i st i c
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growth.  We j ust  don’ t  have血at  i nst i 一

山t i onal l y t oday Everyt hi ng anyone

does i s deemed val i d;  nOnSenSe! ’ ’

Recognl Zmg t hat  he needed
SOme hel p,  Ant on t ook cl asses at
t he Scot t sdal e Art i st s School  and
COnt i nued t o pai nt  out doors.  “ I t  was

ext remel y di 鯖cul t ,  Whi ch i s why I

St uCk wi 血i t , ’ ’ he says of  pai nt i ng on

l ocat i on.  ` At  some poi nt ,  a dedi cat ed

Pai nt er has t o ask hi msel f ;  What ’ s i t

goi ng t o t ake t o make me bet t er?’ I f

WOkul g Out doors had come easy t o
me,  I血i nk I  woul d’ ve di mi ni shed i t s

i mport ance.  But  i t  ki cked my but t !
So I  det ermi ned t hat  was where I

needed t o be t o get  t o a pl ace where I

began t o血m血e t i de and get  resul t s.
` ` I t  t ook a l ong t i me,  but  i t  was

WOr血the wai t .  Out door probl em



SOi vi ng hel ped me out  i n t he st udi o,  aS We11.  I  got  mysel f  i nt o const ant  messes

Out Si de,  SO I  was f orced t o st ep back and rel y on t he血ndanent al s t o bri ng t he

Pai nt i ng home.  Somet i mes i t  worked;  Of t en i t  di dn, t ,  and I  l eamed f rom t hose
f ai l ures, 血ough I  f ound t hem f rust rat i ng and,  at  t he t i me,  COnSi dered t hem a

WaSt e Of  t i me.  ’ mey weren’ t . ’ ’

Asked who has i nf l uenced hi m as an art i st ,  Ant on ci t es,  anOng Others,  J i m
Reynol ds,  Ned J acob,  and Mi chael  Lynch,  ` ` none of  whom depended heavi l y
On Phot ographi c ref erence.  Ned and Mi ke part i cul arl y st ressed t he i mpor
t ance of  worki ng di rect l y f rom l i f e,  but  not  i n t he ` pl ei n ai re’ cul t  we see t oday.

They used i t  as a way t o l eam and gai n your chops.  I f you got  good enough,
t hen and onl y血en shoul d t hose ef f ort s be seen.  Hard work behi nd t he scenes

WaS St reSSed,  t he i dea t hat  onl y a smal l  f ract i on of your out put  shoul d be seen

by t he publ i c. ’ ’

Ant on got  hi s f i rst  ga11ery represent at i on,  When血e owners of  a st art - up

gal l ery i n Tucson saw hi s wok at  t he Peppert ree Art  Show i n Sant a Ynez,
Cal i f omi a.  ` “ I l l ey muSt  have l i ked what  t hey saw of  my work- and i t  di dn, t

hurt  t hat  I  I ooked l i ke I  was about  18;  I  wasn’ t , ’ ’ he says.  “ I  t hi nk血ey宜gured

t hi s ki d mi ght  do somethi ng when he grows up. , ,

I ni t i al l y,  Ant on was uncomf ort abl e When st andi ng near hi s art  at  a show,
a皿ough hi s conf i dence i n hi s work has i ncreased over血e years.  “ But , , ,  he

adds,  ` ` remember;  aS t he years have gone by, 血e ant e has been upped!  I t  i s

St i l l  pret t y i nt i mi dat i ng t o be hangi ng al ongsi de George Carl son,  Len Chmei l ,
Dean Mi t chel l ,  Ti m Lawson,  and Mi chael  Lynch,  and about  25 ot hers I  coul d
nane.  I  don’ t  t hi nk you ever get  over f eel i ng you are not  up t o snuf f ,  unl ess

you’ re ei t her i gnorant  or血11 of  yoursel f ,  Whi ch are real l y t he sane血i ng. , ,

Ant on i s as honest  about  hi s work as he i s about  every血i ng el se i n hi s l i f e.

Asked about  a comment  he made duri ng an i nt ervi ew f or Art  Qf uee Wおt i n

1997 i n whi ch he sai d he had t o “ address hi s weaknesses, ”  he responds,  ` ` My

guess i s 21 years ago my weaknesses i ncl uded,  amOng Other t hi ngs,  a l ack of
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Headi ng i n a di f f erent  conversar
t i onal  di rect i on,  We aSk Ant on What

PeOpl e woul d be surpri sed t o know ,
about  hi m.  ` That  I ’ m act ual l y Demi s

Rodman, ’ ’ he says.  ` ` Sorry;  I  coul dn’ t

resi st !  I ’ m pret t y t ransparent ; 血ere

i sn’ t  much peopl e don’ t  know I  make

up songs and si ng血em t o my dog,

does t hat  count ? Ac血a11y,  PeOpl e

Of t en see me as very seri ous and 。

soberLmi nded about  t he art  market

and pai nt i ng i n general ,  but  I  have

a goof y si de t hat  comes out  at  home

and part i cul arl y wi 血Mi ke Lynch;

We real l y shoul dn’ t  be i n t he same

room t oge血e東My wi f e has been

t empt ed t o separat e us on occasi on.
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I  t hi nk we a11 have t he cert ai n o傭Ier

person,  Who j ust  makes us drop our
guard and doubl e over l aughi ng at
St uPi d st u鮒’ ’

What  does t he血1ture hol d f or t hi s

ext raordi nari l y t al ent ed art i st  and

WOnderf ul l y wi t t y man? Are t here
any changes comi ng? “ I  cert ai nl y

hope so, ’ ’ Ant on says.  ` ` I  don’ t  pl an

Change i n advance,  but  I  do have a

uni que oppor血ni t y I  don’ t  want  t o l et

get  away- tO eXpl ore new subj ect s
wi t hi n t he　血amework of  V林est ern

art ,  and I  want  t o surpri se peopl e

Wi t h new ways of  seei ng.  And what  i s
Wei ghi ng on me now i s maki ng sure

I  bri ng everyt hi ng I ’ ve l eamed t o a
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n‘ ew l evel  and chart  some new t erri -

t ory-mOre ri sks,  mOre PaSSi on.  I
have,  LOrd wi l l i ng,  anO血er 15 good

years t o pai nt ;  I ’ d l i ke t o see what  I

Can do uni nhi bi t ed by pract i cal i t y. "⑳

協chi  Sわびなあedi わr of Art  of脇e

肱t .


